The purpose of this special section is to present the impact of Islam in a variety of mental health areas. A few U.S. researchers have begun to focus their research programs with Muslims in both the U.S. and the other geographic regions such as the Middle East, and some present their latest works in this special section. For example, Jana-Masri and Priester (2007) developed a Qur'an-based instrument to assess Islamic religiosity, the fi rst of its kind in the United States. Though the psychometrics are modest, it is the fi rst instrument not attempting to transfer western ideals of religion onto Islam, and instead, originated within an Islamic worldview. The instrument is used in the Leach, Jana-Masri, and Priester article in this special section. Examination of other instruments assessing their appropriateness with Muslim samples is also presented in this special section. Research output often increases after measurement
